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honors & awardslimelight

N. Reed Dunnick, M.D., the Fred 

Jenner Hodges Professor and chair of 

radiology, was elected vice chair of the 

American College of Radiology in May, 

and was selected by the Board of Trust-

ees of the American Board of Radiology 

as president for the 2008-10 term, 

which began in June. Dunnick, who has 

served as chair of radiology for the past 

16 years, is a past president of the As-

sociation of University Radiologists and 

the American Roentgen Ray Society.

The Society for Academic Continuing 

Medical Education selected R. Van 

Harrison (Ph.D. 1976) to receive the 

Distinguished Service in Continuing 

Medical Education Award for 2008. The 

award is given annually to an individual 

who has made outstanding contribu-

tions to continuing medical education 

over an extended period. Harrison is 

a professor of medical education and 

director of the Office of Continuing 

Medical Education.

Charles Koopman, M.D., professor 

of otolaryngology and of pediatrics and 

communicable diseases, was awarded 

a Presidential Citation from the Ameri-

can Academy of Otolaryngology-Head 

and Neck Surgery Foundation. The 

citation honors the most distinguished 

physicians for their dedication to, and 

international impact on, the otolaryn-

gology profession. Koopman has been 

active in the academy for 30 years.

Paul R. Lichter (M.D. 1964, Residen-

cy 1968), who is the F. Bruce Fralick Pro-

fessor and chair of the Department of 

Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences, as 

well as director of the W.K. Kellogg Eye 

Center, received the Lucien Howe Medal 

from the American Ophthalmological 

Society. First awarded in 1922, the Howe 

Medal is one of the highest honors in 

ophthalmology and recognizes Lichter’s 

distinguished service to the field.

At its annual meeting in October, the 

American Society for Clinical Pathol-

ogy inaugurated Barbara McKenna 

(M.D. 1981, Residency 1985), an as-

sociate professor of pathology, as its 

president for a one-year term. Founded 

in 1922, the society is comprised of 

nearly 130,000 pathologists, physi-

Carol R. Bradford (M.D. 1986, 

Residency 1992), professor of oto-

laryngology and co-director of the 

Head and Neck Oncology Program, 

was one of 48 women selected to join 

the 2008-09 fellowship class of the 

Executive Leadership in Academic 

Medicine (ELAM) program. ELAM is 

the only national program dedicated 

to preparing senior women faculty for 

leadership at academic health centers; 

its curriculum focuses on applying 

traditional M.B.A. training to the aca-

demic health care environment. The 

newest fellows represent 46 medical, 

dental and public health schools from 

the U.S. and Canada.

The New England Association of Neona-

tologists selected Steven M. Donn, 

M.D., professor of pediatrics and direc-

tor of the Division of Neonatal-Perinatal 

Medicine, to receive the Douglas K. Rich-

ardson Memorial Lectureship Award. 

Donn presented a lecture entitled “Help 

Me, But Don’t Hurt Me: Can Ventilator-

Induced Lung Injury Be Avoided?” at a 

meeting of the association in Marlbor-

ough, Massachusetts.

Steven M. Donn N. Reed Dunnick R. Van HarrisonCarol R. Bradford Paul R. LichterCharles Koopman

(continued on p. 40)
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In 1971, people had been taking aspirin for  
more than 70 years, but no one knew exactly why it worked. 
That year, a study co-authored by William L. Smith, then a 
University of Michigan Ph.D. student, appeared in the Jour-
nal of Biological Chemistry. It revealed for the first time how as-
pirin achieves its pain-relieving and anti-inflammatory effects 
at the molecular level.

The Journal of Biological Chemistry has picked this study and a 
related 1990 study by Smith, now chair of the Department of 
Biological Chemistry, to celebrate scientists whose ground-
breaking studies appeared in its pages from 1905-2005.

Smith was working in the lab of a young faculty member, 
William E.M. Lands, Ph.D., when he co-authored the first 

study. The two men reported that aspirin interferes with the normal activity of an enzyme 
called cyclooxygenase. Smith later purified and cloned this enzyme, which became known as 
COX-1. Almost all of the mainstays of over-the-counter pain relief today are COX inhibitors.

The 1990 study, which Smith conducted at Michigan State University, showed precisely 
where aspirin and other COX-1 inhibitors alter the COX-1 molecule. The clone his lab de-
veloped to examine that process led others to identify COX-2 four years later. This enzyme 
became the target for the developers of COX-2 inhibitors such as Celebrex and the now-
withdrawn Vioxx.

An article highlighting Smith’s career, along with the two original articles, appears in a 
special “Classics” section of the Journal of Biological Chemistry’s May 16 issue.

The label “classic” makes Smith wince a bit at the passage of time. That aside, he says, “It’s 
certainly nice to have your work highlighted.

“At the time we were performing these biochemical studies, our goal was simply to under-
stand how the synthesis of a newly discovered group of hormones called prostaglandins was 
regulated by cells,” Smith says about his 1971 study. “This story provides a nice example of 
the far-reaching impact that basic research has on the practice of medicine.”

Smith served a long stint as chair of biochemistry and molecular biology at Michigan State 
University before coming to U-M in 2003. In addition to serving as department chair, Smith 
is the Minor J. Coon Collegiate Professor of Biological Chemistry.  
—ANNE RUETER

Faculty Profile  William Smith’s Landmark Science Celebrated
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forts. The society recognizes that at its 

core is a cadre of outstanding volun-

teers who give their time and energy for 

the betterment of society and for the 

improved care of patients with cancer.

Alpha Gamma Delta Fraternity, an 

international women’s fraternity that 

promotes academic excellence, phil-

anthropic giving, ongoing leadership 

and personal development, recently 

awarded Katherine Spindler, 

Ph.D., the Distinguished Citizen Award 

in the Field of Science. Spindler is a 

professor of microbiology and im-

munology. The award is presented to 

women who are outstanding in their 

professions or in civic, organizational, 

cultural or charitable work.

Fourth-year medical student Tan-

yaporn Wansom was one of a hand-

ful of students selected to be featured 

in an interactive exhibition, “Against 

the Odds: Making a Difference in Global 

Health,” at the National Library of 

Medicine. The exhibit focused on how 

individuals and communities, in col-

laboration with scientists, advocates, 

governments and international organi-

zations, are making a difference in the 

health of people around the globe. Wan-

som’s work in global health focuses on 

HIV/AIDS research and education.

Peter A. Ubel, M.D., professor of inter-

nal medicine and director of the Center 

for Behavioral and Decision Sciences in 

Medicine, has accepted an invitation to 

join the World Economic Forum’s Global 

Agenda Council on Healthcare Systems. 

The Network of Global Agenda Councils 

aims to convene the most innovative 

and relevant minds to address gaps in 

global governance. As a member, Ubel 

attended the inaugural Summit on the 

Global Agenda in Dubai in November.

Ronald F. Zernicke, Ph.D., profes-

sor of orthopaedics and director of the 

Bone and Joint Injury Prevention and 

Rehabilitation Center, was recently 

honored with the Canadian Society of 

Biomechanics Career Award during the 

North American Congress on Biome-

chanics. Zernicke received the award in 

recognition of his more than 30 years of 

distinguished research in biomechanics.

cians, technologists, technicians and 

other laboratory professionals.

Jack M. Parent, M.D., associate pro-

fessor in the Department of Neurology, 

has been chosen as the first recipient of 

the Grass Foundation Award in Neuro-

science, sponsored by the American 

Neurological Association and the Grass 

Foundation. The newly created award 

recognizes outstanding young neurosci-

ence faculty nationwide who are in their 

first four years after graduate training.

Assistant Professor of Medical Educa-

tion Ameed Raoof, M.D., Ph.D., has 

been elected as an executive board 

member for the International Society of 

Plastination, serving as treasurer, and 

also as a member of the Educational 

Affairs Committee of the American As-

sociation of Clinical Anatomy.

Samuel Silver, M.D., a professor 

of internal medicine, has received the 

Statesman Award from the American 

Society of Clinical Oncology. The award 

honors invaluable contributions to the 

society and significant volunteer ef-

Jack M. Parent Ameed Raoof Samuel Silver Katherine Spindler Tanyaporn Wansom Ronald F. Zernicke

(continued from p. 38)
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Faculty books & journals in print

Edited by Joseph E. Hawkins, Ph.D., 

professor emeritus of otolaryngology; 

and Jochen Schacht, Ph.D., professor 

of biological chemistry and director of 

the Kresge Hearing Research Institute: 

Sketches of Otohistory: A Series of Ar-

ticles Originally Published in Audiology 

& Neurology, volumes 9-11, 2004-06. 

Karger, 2008. Also, edited by Jochen 
Schacht; Arthur N. Popper, Ph.D.; and 

Richard R. Fay, Ph.D.: Auditory Trauma, 

Protection, and Repair. Springer, 2008.

Edited by Bryan E. Pfingst, Ph.D., 

professor of otolaryngology: Hearing 

Research, volume 242, issues 1-2. Else-

vier Saunders, August 2008.

By James W. Albers (Ph.D. 1970, 

M.D. 1972), professor of neurology and 

physical medicine and rehabilitation; 

and Stanley Berent, Ph.D., professor 

of neurology and of psychiatry: Neu-

robehavioral Toxicology: Neurological 

and Neuropsychological Perspectives, 

volume III, Central Nervous System. 

Psychology Press, 2008.

Edited by Kevin C. Chung, M.D. 

(Residency 1994), professor of plastic 

surgery; Joseph J. Disa, M.D.; Arun K. 

Gosain, M.D.; Brian Kinney, M.D.; and 

J. Peter Rubin, M.D.: Plastic Surgery: 

Indications and Practice. Saunders 

Elsevier, 2008.

By Stephen Ramsburgh, M.D. 

(Residency 1977), assistant professor 

of pathology: Quick Compendium of 

Surgical Pathology. American Society 

for Clinical Pathology, 2008. 

By Michael S. Sabel, M.D., associate 

professor of surgery; Vernon K. Sondak, 

M.D.; and Jeffrey J. Sussman, M.D.: Sur-

gical Foundations: Essentials of Surgical 

Oncology, Elsevier, 2007.

Edited by Max S. Wicha, M.D., direc-

tor of the Comprehensive Cancer 

Center; and Bruce M. Boman, M.D.: 

Journal of Clinical Oncology, volume 26, 

number 17. ASCO, June 2008.

In a spirit of giving … 
Building a better world

Never in the history of medicine have the opportunities 
for important discoveries — world-changing discoveries 
— been as extraordinary as they are today. And many 
of those discoveries will take place at the University of 
Michigan.

Gifts to support the work of Michigan scientists translate 
immediately into developing treatments, finding cures, 
alleviating suffering and creating health and well-being.

To support research at Michigan, call (734) 998-7705, go to 
www.medicineatmichigan.org/gifts, or use the envelope 
provided within this issue of Medicine at Michigan.

Your gift today could mean 
a cure tomorrow.
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magazine, with extra content 

found only on the Web, archives 
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e-mail functions to maximize your 
online experience.
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