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Sincerely,

James O. Woolliscroft, M.D. (Residency 1980)
Dean, U-M Medical School

Published three times a  year by the 
University of Michigan Medical School  
and the Office of Medical Development 
and Alumni Relations

James O. Woolliscroft, M.D.
Dean
U-M Medical School

James S. Thomas 
Associate Vice President for 
Medical Development & Alumni 
Relations, U-M Health System

Jane Myers
Founding Editor

Editor 
Richard F. Krupinski

Science Editor
Sally Pobojewski

Associate Editor  
and Photo Editor
Marie L. Frost

Editorial Assistant
Robin M. Johnson

Contributing Writers: 
Kevin Bergquist, Whitley Hill, Jeff 
Mortimer, Kimberlee Roth, Catherine 
Shaffer, James Tobin  

Contributing Reporters: 
Nicole Fawcett, Kara Gavin, Anne Ru-
eter and Katie Vloet of the U-M Health 
System Office of Public Relations and 
Marketing Communications

Design Consultants 
B&G Design Studios

Photographers
Greg Campbell; Gregory Fox; Scott 
Galvin, Lin Jones, Scott Soderberg and 
Martin Vloet of U-M Photo Services; 
J. Adrian Wylie

Office of Medical Development and 
Alumni Relations
301 E. Liberty, Suite 400
Ann Arbor, MI 48104-2251
(734) 998-7705

© 2008 The Regents of the University 
of Michigan

Printed in the U.S. by University 
Lithoprinters Inc. on recycled paper.

It is that unique, exciting time of year when we prepare 
for the incoming class of medical students as well as launch the graduating class 
into the world of medicine. The pride and optimism I share with all of them 
is tempered, however, by the reality that many of these earnest, eager students 
and graduates are taking on a burden of debt so great it could take some of them 
decades to free themselves and their families.

Such debt can drive new M.D.s from the path they feel called to follow, into 
higher-paying specialties. Low-choice specialties suffer, as do all of us who need 
the care they provide. Indeed, the daunting prospect of debt causes some promis-
ing students to never seriously consider careers in medicine at all.

The talent we lose has profound implications for society on a global level. With-
out the brightest minds in medicine, 
what kind of care will future genera-
tions receive? Without the brightest 
and most motivated, how can we 
improve care in regions with limited 
or no resources? Without the most 
inquisitive minds at the bench, where 
will tomorrow’s biomedical research 
breakthroughs come from?

We remain committed to building 
scholarship resources to the point of 
affordability for all students who feel 
called to the field of medicine. It is 
our goal to remove the impediment of 
student debt at Michigan in order to 
recruit great minds to medicine and 
ensure the best possible care to society 
— in Michigan, in America, and 
around the globe.

Dean Woolliscroft presents Lisa Whitehead 
(M.D. 2007) with a scholarship certificate at 
the Dean’s Merit Scholar Reception last May.


