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High Stakes

The sexually transmitted human papillomavirus (HPV) is the leading cause of cervical cancer, as well as a source of some head and neck cancers. In 2003, an approved
three-series vaccine was recommended for adolescent girls, and a recent study led
by Amanda Dempsey, M.D., assistant professor of pediatrics and communicable
diseases, assessed vaccination rates at U-M clinics in southeastern Michigan.
Dempsey serves as a consultant to Merck on male HPV vaccination.
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Q: What effect could high vaccination rates have on cervical cancer?
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Q: How prevalent is HPV?
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vaccine against a variety of cancers and
it’s important for everyone to get.
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national study in 2007. Why is the rate
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