IN THE

IN THE

LIMELIGHT

John J. Voorhees (M.D.
1963, Residency 1969), the
Duncan and Ella Poth
Distinguished Professor of
Dermatology and chair of the
Department of Dermatology,
received the 2005 Stephen
Rothman Memorial Award
from the Society for Investigative Dermatology for
exceptional contributions to the field of investigative dermatology. Voorhees is known around the
world for his work describing psoriasis as a disorder driven by the immune system, and for directing research elucidating the molecular and
biological mechanisms and processes involved in
aging and photoaging in human skin.

IN THE LAST ISSUE OF

Medicine at Michigan:
In the Spring/Summer 2005 issue of
Medicine at Michigan, in the article
“Inflammation: The Good, the Bad and
the Deadly,” the illustration on p. 41 is by
Robin G. Kunkel, research associate in the
U-M Medical School Department of
Pathology.

Dean’s Faculty Awards 2005
William Beierwaltes, Nuclear
Medicine Pioneer, Dies at 88
William Henry Beierwaltes (M.D. 1941, Residency 1945) — who founded one of
the nation’s first hospital programs for the use of radioactivity in medicine, codeveloped several nuclear medicine agents still in use today, wrote the first textbook on the topic, and conducted radiopharmaceutical research over five
decades — died of natural causes on August 14 at his home in Petoskey,
Michigan. He was 88 years old.
At the dawn of the atomic age, and
the very beginning of his career,
Beierwaltes attended the first training
course for physicians on the medical
use of radioactive iodine. From then on,
he devoted his career to finding new
ways to detect and treat cancer and
other conditions using short-lived
radioactive elements.
A native of Saginaw, Michigan,
Beierwaltes spent nearly his entire
career at the University of Michigan,
where he received his bachelor’s
degree in 1938, then his medical
degree and his resident training as an
endocrinologist. He was encouraged to
pursue the new field of nuclear medicine soon after joining the Medical
School faculty in 1945.
As a young assistant professor, he
began a clinic for patients with hyperthyroid disease and thyroid cancer, using
radioactive iodine to detect abnormal activity in the thyroid gland and locate
tumors. He later became a national champion of the use of radioiodine together
with surgery — now the standard of thyroid diagnosis and care.
Appointed to lead the University’s new Clinical Radioisotope Service in 1952,
Beierwaltes rose to chief of the Nuclear Medicine Division when it was formed
in the early 1960s. With no books available to guide clinicians on the use of
radioactive elements, he led the writing of the first, Clinical Use of
Radioisotopes, published in 1957. He helped form the U-M nuclear medicine
fellowship training program for young and mid-career physicians, one of the first
in the nation.
Beierwaltes is credited with the original idea to bind radioactive iodine, I-131,
to the hormone-like substance called meta-iodobenzylguanadine (MIBG), as a
way of carrying detectable radioactivity directly to cells in the center of the
adrenal gland and related tissues. Beierwaltes was the co-holder of a patent on
MIBG, which was originally developed at the U-M in the 1970s to allow the
adrenal gland to be seen on medical images.
—KEG
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At a gala dinner at the Michigan Union on November 10, the following Medical School faculty members were honored with Dean’s Awards
for 2005, in recognition of their outstanding accomplishments and contributions in medical education, research and clinical care.
The Lifetime Achievement Award in Medical
Education recognizes a faculty member who has
contributed significantly to medical education.
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Denise G. Tate, Ph.D., professor of physical medicine
and rehabilitation, was chosen as the 2005 John
Stanley Coulter Lecturer by
the American Congress of
Rehabilitation Medicine, in
recognition of professional
achievements that have contributed significantly to the
field of rehabilitation. The mission of the congress
is to enhance the lives of persons living with disabilities through a multidisciplinary approach to
rehabilitation, and to promote rehabilitation
research and its application in clinical practice.

LIMELIGHT

James Sisson (M.D. 1954, Residency 1958)
Professor Emeritus
Department of Internal Medicine

The Community Service Award recognizes a faculty member who has contributed to our community in an extraordinary fashion.
Sheila Gahagan, M.D.
Clinical Professor
Department of Pediatrics
The Award for Achievement in Clinical Research
honors faculty members who have produced outstanding clinical research.
Rodney Hayward, M.D.
Professor
Department of Internal Medicine
Mark Kaminski, M.D.
Professor
Department of Internal Medicine
The Award for Achievement in Basic Science
Research recognizes faculty members who have
produced outstanding basic science research.
Arul Chinnaiyan (M.D., Ph.D. 1999)
Associate Professor
Departments of Pathology and Urology
Ormond MacDougald, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Molecular and Integrative
Physiology
The Outstanding Clinician Award honors exemplary
performance as a practicing clinician or program
leader of innovation in clinical care.
W. Joseph McCune, M.D. (Residency 1978)
Professor
Department of Internal Medicine

Front: Sally Camper; Second row: Rodney Hayward, Jonathan Rubin, Thomas Gelehrter, James Sisson, Mark
Kaminski; Third row: Susan Blaisdell (Staff Member of the Year), Sheila Gahagan; Back row: Lazar Greenfield,
Gilbert Upchurch Jr., John McGillicuddy, Lindsay Graham (Administrator of the Year), Ormond MacDougald.
(Not pictured: W. Joseph McCune, Arul Chinnaiyan)

John McGillicuddy, M.D. (Residency 1974)
Professor
Departments of Neurosurgery and Orthopaedic
Surgery
The Innovation Award honors faculty members who
have developed an innovation that is radically
improving or transforming clinical outcomes, educational processes or research processes.
Jonathan Rubin, M.D., Ph.D.
Professor
Department of Radiology
Lazar Greenfield, M.D.
Professor
Department of Surgery
The Kaiser Permanente Teaching Awards recognize faculty members who demonstrate superior
teaching abilities.

Kaiser Permanente Award for Excellence in
Clinical Teaching
Gilbert Upchurch Jr., M.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Surgery
The Basic Science Distinguished Faculty
Lectureship recognizes a faculty member who
has shown long-term contributions of biomedical research, teaching and service to the
University of Michigan.
Sally Camper, Ph.D.
Professor and Chair
Department of Human Genetics
For more information about this year’s
Dean’s Award recipients, as well as photos from
the awards dinner on November 10, go to:
www.medicineatmichigan.org/magazine.

Kaiser Permanente Award for Excellence in PreClinical Teaching
Thomas Gelehrter, M.D.
Professor
Department of Human Genetics
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