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Monica Lypson: Champion for Medical Education

IT MAKES SENSE THAT MONICA LYPSON, M.D.,
is interested in educational pipeline programs. She spent
14 years in such a program herself.
When Lypson was in seventh grade in her native
Chicago, she was chosen for a program sponsored by
the state of Illinois called the Chicago Area Health and
Medical Careers Program, known by the nickname
“Champ.” Its purpose is to increase the number of
qualified minority applicants by identifying promising
students very early and supporting them with structured
academics, counseling, and motivational and financial
support until they attain their doctorate.
“Brown had a dual degree program so I was admitted
into medical school when I applied, but opted to go to
Case Western for medical school,” she says. “Pipeline
programs are the only way I became involved in medicine. If it hadn’t been for those types of programs, I don’t
think I would have survived. I had a peer group ahead
of me that showed me the way and what the medical
culture was like, which is especially important for kids
who don’t have physicians in the family.”
Lypson, did, however have teachers in the family — both of her parents — so it also makes sense that medical education has been a major focus of her career. A clinical associate professor of medical education and of
internal medicine who serves as assistant dean of graduate medical education, Lypson also was recently named
interim associate dean for diversity and director of the Diversity and Career Development Office.
“The fact that I do mostly teaching cracks my parents up because I kind of did follow in the family footsteps,” she says. They were rather impressive footsteps, too.
“I remember there were times when my parents’ classrooms were the only ones in their schools where test
scores improved,” Lypson recalls. “I lived in that environment where you have to prove competence. Now I
have a master’s in education; it took me a while to get it, but I did get it. My thesis was about applying K-12
principles to medical education. That’s another thing that my mother finds incredibly funny.”
The common denominator in her educational, administrative and clinical roles is problem-solving, she
says. “I like to dig deep and figure things out, be it a clinical problem, which is probably why I’m a general
internist; an administrative problem, like how we’re trying to implement lean business principles into our
educational processes; or solve a problem in the diversity office, so that we can showcase the University of
Michigan’s current diversity and attract more faculty, students and house staff from different backgrounds.
“Because once they realize the resources the university has at-large,” she says, “it’s perfectly tailored to
engage their interest. The U-M has been committed for a long time.”
Still, it doesn’t take too much reflection to see how far things have already come. “When I was a medical
student, my family’s best frame of reference to understand what I was going through was to watch ‘ER,’ ”
Lypson says. “What my child will have to deal with if he decides to pursue medicine compared to what I
had to deal with will be vastly different.” —JEFF MORTIMER
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