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DIFFERENCE

TRANSFORMING MEDICINE THROUGH PRIVATE GIVING

Victors for Michigan

With their visionary gift, Richard and Susan Rogel help shape the future
of medical education — and medicine itself

(B.B.A. 1970) and Susan Rogel want
the best and brightest future physicians to continue to come to the University of Michigan Medical School to
study medicine and enter their chosen
medical specialty free from debt. They
also believe that strengthening the Chi-

nese studies program at the university
will lead to mutually beneficial engagement, research and global collaboration.
The Rogels will step up their already
extraordinary commitment to the university with a $50 million gift toward
these goals.

U-M Medical School Dean James Woolliscroft,
U-M Executive Vice President for Medical
Affairs and CEO of the U-M Health System
Ora Pescovitz, Rich and Susan Rogel,
and U-M President Mary Sue Coleman
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The gift — $30 million for scholarships at the U-M Medical School and
$10 million in support for faculty,
students and programs at the Center
for Chinese Studies in the College of
Literature, Science, and the Arts, plus
$10 million for future university initiatives — comes as Richard Rogel takes
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INVESTOR RICHARD ROGEL

on a leadership role in U-M’s new
Victors for Michigan campaign, which
launched on November 8. He will
serve as vice chair of the campaign and
chair the Health System component of
the broader campaign. For the Health
System, he’ll lead the effort to garner
support for education, patient care and
research programs across the Medical
School and the hospitals and health
centers.
The new gift — the largest to Medical School scholarships in U-M history
— brings the Rogels’ lifetime giving
to the U-M to nearly $76 million and
places them among the university’s top
donors. The Rogels have given to many
areas of the Health System, including
the Comprehensive Cancer Center, the
Medical School and a medical innovation training program.
“As the strain on our other funding
sources increases,” says Ora Pescovitz,
M.D., the U-M executive vice president for medical affairs and CEO of the
U-M Health System, “philanthropy
of all kinds — and the campaign that
Rich will chair — will be more vital
than ever to ensuring our ability to
train future physicians and scientists,
produce groundbreaking discoveries,

and deliver excellent patient care.”
U-M Medical School Dean James O.
Woolliscroft, M.D. (Residency 1980),
praises the Rogels’ focus on giving in a
way that will help the most promising
future doctors. “We look forward to
fulfilling the Rogels’ vision of selecting
the highest-achieving medical students
for scholarships that will free them to
fulfill their potential as physician leaders
in a wide range of medical disciplines,”
Woolliscroft says. “We also deeply appreciate Rich and Susan’s commitment
to leading the effort to raise crucial support for our entire Health System.”
Currently, half of U-M’s 692 medical
students receive some scholarship or
grant support, including one student
who holds a scholarship previously
endowed by the Rogels.
With tuition and fees for a Michigan
medical education currently about
$30,000 a year for in-state students and
$48,000 a year for out-of-state students,
most students graduate with large
loans they must repay over time as
they launch their careers. The medical
school has been working to keep that
load as low as possible. Nationally, the
steep debt faced by graduating medical students is thought to influence

“THIS UNIVERSITY GAVE ME SO
MUCH, AND SUSAN AND I WANT
TO GIVE BACK IN WAYS THAT
WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO
STUDENTS AND THE HEALTH
SYSTEM AS A WHOLE.”

what medical or surgical specialty they
choose for post-graduation residency.
Rogel brings to the new campaign
his experience as chair of the Michigan
Difference campaign, which raised
$3.2 billion for the U-M from 2004-08.
He is a member of the Health System
Advisory Group — external volunteer
advisors who provide strategic counsel
and input on the Health System’s tripartite mission of clinical care, research
and education. He also serves on the
National Advisory Board of the U-M
Frankel Cardiovascular Center and the
U-M Comprehensive Cancer Center’s
Pancreatic Cancer Board of Directors.
Susan Rogel will serve on the
Steering Committee of the Victors for
Michigan Campaign Leadership Board.
She has served on the Alumni Association Campaign Committee and the
Mott Hospital Leadership Team.
The Rogels live in Avon, Colorado,
where Richard Rogel serves as president of the investing firm Tomay Inc.
He is the former chairman and CEO of
the Preferred Provider Organization of
Michigan, one of the first PPOs in
the country.
“This university gave me so much,
and Susan and I want to give back in
ways that will make a difference to students and the health system as a whole,”
Rogel, who received an honorary law
degree from the Law School in 2009,
says. “With this gift, and my new role in
the campaign, we hope to do our part
to help all patients, now and tomorrow, who will be touched by the U-M
Health System’s care, discoveries and
innovative minds. We hope others will
do what they can, too.” [M]
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George Wade, left, rafting
through the Grand Canyon with
U-M friend Jack Harvey
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NOT LONG AGO, GEORGE WADE
(Residencies 1973, 1977) was musing
with a colleague about roads taken and
roads not taken. If Wade were young
again, his friend asked, and could attend
any university, where would he go?
“You know, if I had it to do over
again, I can honestly say I’d still choose
Michigan,” says Wade from his home
in Boise, Idaho. “People talk about it
being a ‘big’ school, but I had a great
relationship with my professors. They
were all very good to me.”
Indeed, the mentors he encountered at Michigan helped guide Wade
into a career he initially never considered: sports medicine and orthopedic
surgery. Looking back, he says he’s
deeply grateful to the Michigan mentors who “saw something in me.”
Born and raised in New Jersey,
the son of a mechanic, Wade recovered fully from a mild bout of polio as
a child and went on to excel in high
school athletics. Interested in coaching,
he came to the U-M on a track scholarship and graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in kinesiology in 1964. He
stayed on to complete a master’s while
also serving as an assistant track coach
and a teaching fellow in physical
education.
It was during his graduate studies
that he took a course taught by the
entire physiology department — each
professor lecturing on a different physiological system. “It was probably the
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best class I’d ever taken,” Wade recalls.
“It piqued my interest in medicine.”
One of his former U-M professors,
Andrew Kozar, Ph.D., was recruited to
head the men’s physical education program at the University of Tennessee in
Knoxville; he hired Wade as his assistant. Impressed by the young man’s determination and love of learning, Kozar
urged him to consider medicine, made
some calls, and helped secure him a
place in the U-T College of Medicine.
After earning his M.D. in 1970, Wade
returned to the U-M for internship
and residencies in physical medicine
and rehabilitation and in orthopedic
surgery. He also served as assistant to
Gerald O’Connor, M.D., a renowned
orthopedic surgeon, Michigan Athletics head physician for 40 years, and a
pioneer in sports medicine.
While on vacation in the early
1970s, Wade “discovered” Idaho: the
rugged beauty of the rivers and mountains, the solitude, and the intensity of
outdoor sports.
In 1978, Wade opened an orthopedic practice in Boise. A year later,
he was named team physician for
Boise State University and founded
the Idaho Sports Medicine Institute
(ISMI), employing a physical therapist, an athletic trainer and an exercise
physiologist. In 1984, BSU’s athletic

administration invited him to move his
clinic onto campus, next to the football
stadium. His approach — bringing together orthopedic surgery and physical
medicine and rehabilitation in a team
approach to care — was, at that time,
revolutionary. Since then, athletic
programs throughout the country have
visited Boise to learn how to duplicate
this extraordinarily successful symbiotic relationship.
Recently retired, Wade spends as
much time as possible outdoors: whitewater rafting along the Grand Canyon;
kayaking with his son Jim — himself
a world-class kayaker; and visiting
friends and mentors in Ann Arbor.
He’s also been thinking about his
legacy — how to express his gratitude
for a long, fulfilling career.
“I’ve been very lucky to have had
people who helped me in my career.
I wouldn’t be where I am today if it
hadn’t been for them. That’s why I
wanted to give back,” he says.
And the “giving back” was easy.
Wade designated the University of
Michigan as the beneficiary of his
retirement plan. His bequest will be
split equally among the three areas of
the U-M to which he is the most grateful: the departments of Athletics and
Orthopaedic Surgery, and the School
of Kinesiology. —WH

COURTESY OF GEORGE WADE

The Road
Taken
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Project Healthy Schools,
a University of Michigan Health
System-community collaboration,
provides a school-based
program to reduce childhood
obesity and its long-term health
risks. Focusing on adolescents,
PHS aims to stem the tide
of this epidemic by:

• TEACHING HEALTHY
HABITS TO YOUTH
• DEVELOPING
HEALTHY SCHOOL
ENVIRONMENTS
• SUPPORTING
PROGRAM
SUSTAINABILITY
AND REPLICATION
To learn more about
Project Healthy Schools,
or to support the work,
visit: projecthealthyschools.org
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