|

1850

1856
Medical student Alvin Wood Chase
publishes A Guide to Wealth, a
compendium of practical information that
will prove popular with the readers of his
day, in order to support his family while
he attends classes.

1851
The Medical
Department graduates
its first six students,
all of whom entered with
advanced standing
(having already served
an apprenticeship to a
practicing physician).

|

1850
The “laboratory” or medical
building is completed (at a final
cost of about $10,000) and a 5member faculty in the fall
welcomes 90 “matriculants”
and 5 “honorary students” to a
six-month series of lectures,
which students are required to
attend a second time the next
year. A thesis and a 3-year
apprenticeship under a
preceptor who practices “regular”
medicine are also required for
graduation. The arrival of these
medical students more than
doubles the size of the University,
with enrollment standing at 73
“lits” before the “medics” came
to campus.

1851

|

1867
Dr. Moses Gunn, who lives and
practices in Detroit, traveling to
Ann Arbor by rail car a few
times a week, delivers his last
lectures in surgery to 525
students, probably the largest
medical school enrollment in the
U.S. up to this time. Having
been censured by the Regents
for wanting to move the Medical School to
Detroit, and saddened by the drowning of his
son, Glyndon, he decides to join the faculty of
Rush Medical College in Chicago.

1852

|

1854

1852
Practical anatomy is
listed as a requirement
for graduation, thus
making dissection work
the first required lab
course.
Henry Phillip Tappan,
who had been professor of
philosophy at New York
University and had spent time in
Europe, arrives in Ann Arbor with his
family to become the University’s first
president. Inspired by German universities,
Tappan advocates strongly for an increased
emphasis on science in the curriculum and for
the building of the Detroit Observatory,
overlooking what will later become the
University’s medical campus. (The Observatory’s
name derives from the Detroit donors whose
gifts made its construction possible.)

|

1856

|

1857

1871
President Angell
arrives to begin his 38year tenure as president
of the University.
One of 18 women
enrolled in the Medical
Department, Amanda
Sanford, having earlier
studied medicine in
Philadelphia and Boston,
writes her thesis on
childbed fever, and is
graduated with honors
after one year.

1874
Victor Vaughan
comes to Michigan
to do graduate
work in chemistry.
He will earn the
first Ph.D. to be granted by the University of
Michigan in 1877 and his M.D. in 1878, travel
to Berlin to study bacteriological techniques
under Robert Koch in 1888 and eventually
found what will become the School of Public
Health. As dean of the Medical School from
1891 to 1921, his enterprise and progressiveness, especially his emphasis on research and a
strong scientific faculty, will put Michigan in
the forefront of American
medical schools.

1872
African-American
student William
Henry Fitzbutler is
awarded his medical
degree. He will practice
medicine for many
years in Kentucky,
eventually establishing the respected
Louisville National
Medical College,
with accompanying
hospital, in Louisville.

|

1858

|

1863

|

1864

|

1867

1857
Dr. Zina Pitcher
conducts a summer
clinical course in
Detroit hospitals
and Dr. Moses
Gunn continues
to conduct his
Wednesday and
Saturday clinics in
Ann Arbor.

1858
E.R. Squibb opens a laboratory to
supply medicines to the U.S.
Army. A true pharmacological
revolution will not begin until the
next century, when sulfa drugs
and antibiotics are introduced.

1864
In his address to the
new Board of
Regents, President
Erastus O. Haven
states that the
“greatest immediate
necessity” is a new
or enlarged building
for the Medical
Department, adding, “This
flourishing Department has literally
outgrown its accommodations. The laws
of hygiene are daily violated by the
crowded state of the rooms in which
those laws are explained.”

|

1868

|

1868
Professor Alonzo
Palmer, serving as
chair of the American
Medical Association’s
Committee on
Medical Education,
advocates for better
medical education in
America, calling for
higher admissions
standards, 3- and 4year programs,
stricter examinations
and a minimum of
two years’ clinical
instruction in a
hospital. It will be
several decades
before medicine and
medical education
in America truly
begin to undergo
revolutionary change,
however. It will be
1883 before Palmer
himself abandons
bloodletting for
everything except
pneumonia and,
ignorant of bacteriology like his
medical collegues
everywhere, he will
continue to think of
infectious diseases
as caused by “some
peculiar poison,
operating in the
manner of a ferment.”

1869

|

1870

|

1871

|

1872

|

1873

1870
Madelon Stockwell
becomes the first
woman to attend
Michigan. The Medical
Department insists it
will have to offer
separate lectures when
women arrive, but
notions of gender
segregation soon vanish
except in urology
classes.

|

1874

|

1875

|

1877

1875
Twin pavilions, housing a total
of 60 beds and funded with a
state appropriation and a
contribution from the city of Ann
Arbor, are added on to the already
existing teaching hospital. An
operating room and eye and ear
ward will be added later.
1873
John Harvey Kellogg, an ardent vegetarian
who will be director of the Battle Creek
Sanitarium for 60 years, enrolls in the
Medical School. He leaves after a year to
finish his degree at Bellevue Hospital in New
York. A 1994 film starring Anthony Hopkins,
“The Road to Wellville,” will be made about
his life. His brother, W.K. Kellogg, will
invent corn flakes and become a wealthy
cereal industry pioneer and leading American
philanthropist. His W.K. Kellogg Foundation,
established in 1930, will provide
significant research support to
Michigan’s Medical School over
many years.

The Michigan legislature provides
$3,000 for a Dental Department
which President Angell had
opposed on the grounds that
dentistry was a trade and not an
intellectual discipline.

A three-year graded course is
introduced, with classes in a
logical sequence, basic
science preceding pathology
and therapeutics and scientific
courses preceding clinical work.

|

1878

|

1880

|

1882

|

1883

|

1888

|

1889

Parke, Davis and Company brings
the gelatin capsule into general
use, allowing for precise dosage
and easier swallowing.
1877
The annual session is
extended from six months
to nine months, the first of
a series of reforms that
immediately place Michigan
in the vanguard of medical
education. A final thesis, to
be read and defended
before the medical class in
English, German, French or
Latin, ceases to be a
requirement for graduation.

1882
Victor Vaughan recruits Henry
Sewall, the first American to
earn a Ph.D. in physiology, to
Michigan’s medical faculty.
Sewall is forced to resign due to
tuberculosis seven years later. He
recommends William Henry
Howell, a colleague from his
days at Johns Hopkins, to
succeed him, thus assuring
Michigan’s continued leadership
in the field.
Robert Koch isolates the
cholera bacillus in Berlin,
Germany.

1889
The Michigan legislature
appropriates $50,000 for a new
hospital, on the condition that
the citizens of Ann Arbor
contribute another $25,000, which
they agree to do (936 ayes, 30
nays). President Angell argues for
a location “on some site a little
removed from the campus,” and
the buildings are accordingly
constructed over the next two
years on Catherine Street.

1899
George Dock introduces the clinical clerkship
at Michigan and produces a clinical teaching
program that will become a model for other
medical schools across the country. Based on
voluminous transcripts (taken by a stenographer
in shorthand) from Dock’s diagnostic clinic for
students from 1899 to 1908, Horace W.
Davenport, U-M professor emeritus of
physiology, will memorialize him in Doctor
Dock: Teaching and Learning Medicine at the
Turn of the Century (Rutgers University Press,
1987).

A Training School for Nurses of the
University Hospital is started. The
Hospital will be almost entirely staffed
by student nurses, who will be given
their training in exchange for their work.

Diphtheria antitoxin is successfully
used on a child in a Berlin clinic on
Christmas Day.
Victor Vaughan becomes dean of the
Medical School.

1900
Sigmund Freud publishes The
Interpretation of Dreams.
Over a half-century, Michigan’s
Medical School has become one
of the best in the world,
changing the role of the student
from passive observer to active
participant in the learning process,
offering high-calibre laboratory
instruction and a clerkship.

1896
Ida Kahn and Mary Stone,
from Kiukiang, China, become
the first Asian women to earn
their medical degrees at
Michigan. They will later set
up hospitals in Nanchang and
Shanghai.

Victor Vaughan and Frederick Novy
publish Ptomaines and Leucomaines,
thus establishing ptomaine poisoning as
a clinical entity.

1878
Labs are overcrowded:
175 chemistry desks
must serve 297 students.
Nevertheless, teaching
has taken on a genuine
scientific form.
Louis Pasteur's work on
anthrax, largely a
confirmation and extension
of Robert Koch's work,
lends credence to the idea
that microorganisms are
implicated in major
vertebrate and human
diseases. In April, 1878,
he presents a lecture on
"La theorie des germes..."
to the French Academy
of Medicine.

A new hospital opens on Catherine
Street with two structures, one for the
medical department and one for the
homeopathic medical college. A new
homeopathic hospital will be constructed
at another location in 1900, and the
space vacated will be taken over by
University Hospital.

James Martin is appointed Professor of
Obstetrics and Diseases of Women
following the death of Edward Dunster.
He makes a thorough study of the
anatomy of the female perineum, and at
meetings of the State Medical Society
describes mistakes he had seen in the
diagnosis of ovarian disease.
1888
William F. Breakey, on the surgery and
anatomy faculty since 1868 and chairman
of the Ann Arbor Board of Health during
the smallpox epidemic of 1888-89,
decries citizen panic and urges isolation of
the sick and disinfection of their bedding.
He will introduce the teaching of
dermatology and syphilology into the
curriculum in 1890.

1880
Michigan adopts a policy, soon
adopted by many other medical
schools, to subscribe to every
major medical journal in the
world.

Saiske Tagei from Japan is
the first Asian student to
receive a medical degree at
Michigan.

The President’s 1867 report notes the
graduation of 82 doctors of medicine (out of
a total of 286 graduates, including 146 in law).

1891
George Dock, leaving the University of
Pennsylvania, joins Michigan’s medical
faculty and sets up a hospital laboratory
in which he practices “clinical
pathology.”

1883
William James Mayo graduates and
returns to Rochester, Minnesota, to join
his frontier physician-father, William
Worrall Mayo, in the practice of
medicine. He and his brother, Charles,
will establish a clinic that becomes an
internationally known medical center.

1874

1854
Corydon L. Ford, a friend of
Moses Gunn from their days at
Geneva Medical College in New
York, is appointed professor of
anatomy. A popular teacher and
confident of his abilities, he often
ends his lectures with, “Now,
gentlemen, forget that if you can.”

1869
A professor’s house on North University is
turned into a modest hospital of 20 beds for
patients who are operated upon in the Medical
Building. It is the first such hospital to be
controlled by a university medical school.
Dr. Sager reports to the Regents on September
22 that Edward Carrington will be janitor and
will “duly and fitly prepare the dietary for the
hospital patients…keep the fires…wash and
otherwise cleanse the rooms, and make the
beds as often as in the opinion of the hospital
staff a proper hygiene may require,” at a salary
of 75 cents per week per patient plus housing
for his family.

|

1890

|

1891

1890

1848

1863
Medical faculty and
the board of regents
propose to the U.S.
Surgeon General
that a military
hospital be
established in Ann
Arbor for Civil War
(1861-65) soldiers,
but the offer is not
accepted.

1864

1848

1848
A report by Dr. Zina Pitcher on the
need for a Department of
Medicine at the University
of Michigan is accepted by
the Regents on January
19. Silas Douglas, a
professor of chemistry,
and Abram Sager, a
professor of botany and
zoology and founder of the
University’s herbarium, are
appointed as faculty and $3,000 is
appropriated to build a “laboratory.”
In the two years before classes
begin, Moses Gunn, who arrives by
stagecoach from New York State
with a cadaver, will also be
appointed to the “faculty of medicine
and surgery,” along with Samuel
Denton, who had earlier served as
regent and member of the Michigan
legislature, and J. Adams Allen.

1890
A new four-year curriculum is
introduced. Courses on diseases
of the nervous system and
“insanity” are included for the
first time.
John Jacob Abel joins the
faculty at Michigan and is
appointed America’s first
professor of pharmacology. He
begins without a laboratory and
has to borrow even such simple
equipment as test tubes, flasks
and beakers.

|

1892

1892
A laboratory of
experimental
pharmacology is
opened in the
medical building.
Officials at Ellis
Island in New York
Harbor begin giving
immigrants
medical
inspections, with
the emphasis on
infectious diseases
and mental
abnormalities.

|

1893

|

1893
Arthur Cushny joins the faculty
as professor of materia medica and
therapeutics. While at Michigan
he studies the effects of digitalis,
as well as electrical stimulation,
on the mammalian heart, and
writes a book on renal physiology,
The Secretion of the Urine.
Alice Hamilton, who will
become the first woman on the
Harvard faculty and who will help
define the field of industrial
medicine, receives her medical
degree from Michigan.
Johns Hopkins Medical School
opens with eight full professors.
Four have medical degrees from
Michigan and two are directly
from the Michigan faculty, an
indication of Michigan’s
standing as perhaps the
strongest scientific medical
school in the country. Only
Hopkins and a few other schools
will later be able to stand with
Michigan in legitimately laying
claim to playing a seminal role in
shaping America’s system of
medical education through
leadership, innovation and
influence.

1896

|

1898

|

1899

1898
New York State physician Elizabeth Bates
bequeaths the bulk of her estate, about
$133,000, to the University to endow the
Bates Professorship of the Diseases of
Women and Children, because of her
admiration for Michigan’s being the first
state medical school to accept women on
an equal basis with men. Her gift is the first
endowment for a chair from an individual
to the University.
Dean Victor Vaughan goes to Cuba during
the brief Spanish War of 1898 and tours
Army camps in the U.S. to report on the
origin and spread of typhoid fever (one-fifth
of all soldiers in the stateside camps are
afflicted). The disease accounts for 86% of
all military deaths due to poor sanitation and
frequent misdiagnosis. Vaughan himself is
laid low by yellow fever in Cuba.
Medical student William R. Cunningham,
a center on the U-M football team who will
receive his M.D. degree at the end of the
school year, is selected (after being
recommended by Amos Alonzo Stagg) as
Michigan’s first member of the All-America
team for his performance in the game against
Chicago that year, which Michigan won,
12-11. The game also inspired music student
Louis Elbel to write “The Victors.”

|

1900

