1900

|

1901

|

1902

1901
Dr. Reuben Peterson becomes Bates
Professor of Diseases of Women and Children,
and professor of obstetrics and gynecology.
He will also have a thriving private practice,
buying or leasing enough houses in the South
University-Forest Avenue area to have beds
for 40 patients, as well as a private nurses
training school. His standing as a
gynecological surgeon will bring him the
presidency of the American Gynecological Society and founding membership in the
American College of Surgeons.
The cornerstone of the large, new
Medical Building (now the School of Natural Resources and
Environment) is laid with great ceremony. In addition to offices and
museum space, the building will contain spacious laboratories, two
large amphitheaters and two large recitation rooms. The
amphitheaters will be free of the bright red lines used by some
professors to demarcate male and female seating in earlier lecture halls,
but other forms of gender segregation and outright denial of female
participation will endure for some time.
University Hospital gains 50 more patient beds, laboratory space
and a surgical amphitheater when it takes over the vacated Homeopathic
Hospital on Catherine Street. A new homeopathic hospital opens on
North University.
John D. Rockefeller, Jr. invests $200,000 from his oil profits to
establish the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research. Such
private philanthropy for many years will be the primary source of funding
for medical research. The Hygienic Laboratory at the U-M, under the
direction of Victor Vaughan and Frederick George Novy (MD 1891), is
awarded two fellowships in the first group of Rockefeller awards.
Karl Wilhelm Röntgen, a physics professor at Wurzburg in Germany,
receives the Nobel Prize for Physics for his 1895 discovery of X-rays.

|

1903

1903
A children’s ward is
added to the Catherine
Street hospital complex
with a gift of $20,000 from
Love M. Palmer, Alonzo
Palmer’s widow, and
funds from the regents. A
shortage of space in other
hospital departments will
mean, however, that by
1916 the ward’s 75 beds
will be shared with
orthopaedic surgery, oral
surgery, dermatology and
gynecology.

|

1904

Graduation from an
approved high school,
or its equivalent, becomes
a requirement for
admission, and 60 hours
of college credit is
considered desirable.
An outbreak of rabies in
Ann Arbor leads the
regents to establish
a Pasteur Institute within
the Hygienic Laboratory to
examine animals suspected
of having rabies that have
been killed and to treat
victims of animal bites
with preventive injections.

1907
James Playfair McMurrich
leaves for the University of
Toronto after 13 years at
Michigan. An outstanding
teacher of gross anatomy, he
produces his 661-page
Textbook of Invertebrate
Morphology while at
Michigan. With the arrival of
Professor George Streeter, women students
are no longer relegated to separate laboratories
for anatomical dissections.

Walter R. Parker, who
maintains an active private
practice in Detroit, is
appointed clinical
professor of diseases of
the eye and professor of
ophthalmology the next
year. He will commute to
Ann Arbor two days a
week until his retirement in
1932. He and his wife will
give many pieces of Asian
and Western art to the
University’s Museum of Art.

|

1905
1905
David Murray Cowie
(MD 1896) is selected by
George Dock, professor
of internal medicine, to
teach pediatrics when it
becomes a permanent
course, partly because of
his special interests in
gastroenterology and
infectious diseases.

1906

|

1907

1906
A psychopathic hospital is
completed on Catherine
Street with a $50,000
appropriation by the
state legislature
following a campaign
by William James
Herdman (MD 1875),
professor of diseases of
the mind and nervous system
and electrotherapeutics. The goal: to
obtain a “more accurate knowledge
of the nature and cause of insanity.”
It will make possible academic
training for residents in psychiatry.
Victor Vaughan attempts once
more, unsuccessfully, to move the
clinical years to Detroit. (Vaughan
was on record as saying that the
entire University should have been
built on Belle Isle, an island east of
the city of Detroit.)

|

1908

|

1910

|

1911

|

1908
George Dock, whose clinical clerkship,
introduced at Michigan in 1899, will be of
monumental importance to the teaching of
medicine in America, leaves for Tulane partly
because Michigan will not give him a teaching
laboratory for clinical pathology that he considers
adequate.
Cardiologist Albion Walter Hewlett joins the
Medical School after the San Francisco
earthquake damages Cooper Medical College
where he was a member of the faculty. He will
stay for eight years, and then return to his native
California and Stanford. His advocacy for
laboratory tests to supplement clinical
evaluation will be an important contribution to
American medicine. He will note prophetically in a
1909 article in Physician and Surgeon that “it is
not improbable that the electrocardiogram will
ultimately permit of an early diagnosis of disease
of the heart muscle.” His son William will
establish the family name in computer technology
by co-founding the Hewlett Packard Company.

1916
At a meeting of the Medical Library
Association in Ann Arbor, Aldred Scott
Warthin proudly describes Michigan’s
substantial medical library with its
30,000 volumes and subscriptions to 370
journals, 151 in German, 130 in English, 10
in Italian and 14 in Dutch, Spanish and the
Scandinavian languages.

The nation’s first university
hospital clinic for
training dermatologists
and syphilologists is
established by Udo Wile,
a Hopkins graduate who
succeeds William F.
Breakey (MD 1859)
upon his retirement after
a 50-year career. Wile
will be a member of the
faculty for 35 years until
his own retirement, will
have a private practice in Ann Arbor,
and will serve in a medical capacity
in both World War I and World War II.

Abraham Flexner’s influential
study of American medical
education, sponsored by the
Carnegie Foundation, gives high
praise to the U-M Medical
School, noting that its faculty
are “productive scientists as
well as competent teachers.”
In the wake of his urging that
medical schools be associated
with universities, five out of
seven black medical colleges and
all but one of the medical schools
for women will close, resulting in
a nationwide decline in the
percentages of women and blacks
in medicine.

Carl Dudley Camp is appointed clinical
professor of diseases of the mind and nervous
system and serves until 1950. Psychiatry and
neurology remain closely linked, with Albert
Moore Barrett as professor and chair of the
joint department. Independent departments will
be created in 1920.

|

1912
Two years of college credit
become strictly required for
admission, along with credentials
in foreign language and science.
Enrollment temporarily dips, but
rebounds in subsequent years.

1912

|

Marie Curie receives her second Nobel Prize for her
work with radium, the discovery of which she and her
late husband, Pierre, first announced to the world on
December 26, 1898.
Allen Richardson (MD 1910),
is appointed the School’s first
demonstrator in anesthesia.
He leaves the next year and
Laura M. Davis (Dunstone),
a nurse-anesthetist, takes his
place and remains solely
responsible for teaching
anesthesia to medical students
and nurses until 1938.

Max Peet (MD 1910), a general surgeon,
returns to Michigan, where he will eventually
specialize in neurosurgery. His operation for
hypertension, improving on work done at the
Mayo Clinic and involving the sympathetic
nervous system, will be performed more than
1,800 times at Michigan through the 1940s.

1920
Charles Wallis Edmunds (MD 1901), professor of materia
medica and therapeutics since 1907 and known for his ability
to bring harmony and compromise in a difficult situation,
proves a great asset to the U.S. Public Health Service in
advancing the standardization of drug potencies, and himself
sets the standards of assay for digitalis and ergot.

1917
Professor C. B. G. de Nancréde
retires after 25 years on the faculty.
An early and strong advocate of
aseptic surgery, he described to
students in detail the technique of
scrubbing one’s hands and preparing
a patient for aseptic operation. He
was also a pioneer in another way:
he brought his wife and daughters to
Michigan football games at a time
when women did not usually attend
athletic events.

1918
An influenza pandemic
sweeps the globe, its
breadth enhanced by the
massive movements of
people associated with
World War I. More than
25 million people die,
many of them in their
20s, within six months.
The pandemic is followed
by an epidemic of
encephalitis lethargica
and another wave of
killer flu in 1920.

More than $1 million is
appropriated for construction of
a new hospital; actual construction
is delayed because of World War I.

1913

1913
G. Carl Huber (MD 1887),
professor of histology and
embryology and director of the
histological laboratory, is invited
to give a lecture on the
morphology of the sympathetic
nervous system to the XVII
International Congress of
Medicine in London, signaling
recognition of Huber’s mastery
of the subject.
1911
Aldred Scott Warthin (MD 1891), professor of
pathology and director of the Pathological Laboratory,
persuades the regents to rule that all surgical
specimens removed in University Hospital be turned
over to the Department of Pathology, thus greatly
increasing the numbers of autopsies and diagnostic
cases undertaken.

Louis Harry Newburgh joins the Internal
Medicine faculty, where he will perform
many clinical observations with calorimetrics
until his retirement 35 years later, adding to
the literature on diabetes and obesity, and in
1938 will describe what we now call “Type
2” diabetes. He will be among the first to
bring science in its most quantitative,
rigorous form to medical research, thus
helping Michigan to gain distinction as a
research institution.

The Department of
Roentgenology is created
with J. G. Van Zwaluwenburg
(MD 1908) as clinical professor
of roentgenology. Almost every
month he will show lantern
slides of recent work to the
University’s Clinical Society. In
one month in 1916, for instance,
he will show bone disease and
fractures, an unerupted tooth, a
brain tumor, and a bullet in the
tip of the frontal lobe.
The Afflicted Children’s Act,
providing mandatory treatment
at state expense for afflicted or
deformed children, results in the
growth of pediatrics, oral surgery
and orthopaedic surgery.

|

1914

|

1914
The people of Ann Arbor vote a
bond issue of $25,000 to build
a 24-bed isolation hospital
perched on a ridge overlooking
the Huron River for patients with
contagious diseases including
chicken pox, mumps, scarlet
fever, whooping cough,
diphtheria, Vincent’s angina,
tuberculosis and pneumonia.

1915

|

1916

|

1917

|

1915
Elizabeth Caroline
Crosby earns her Ph.D. at
the University of Chicago
with a thesis on the
neuroanatomy of the
forebrain of the alligator.
She arrives at the office of
G. Carl Huber in 1920 and
becomes a beloved teacher
at Michigan, advancing to
full professor, with more
than 40 students earning
their Ph.D.s in neuroanatomy under her tutelage.
Cooperation between basic scientists and clinicians, once
rare, becomes more frequent in the Medical School as the
practical value of her work is realized.

1918

|

1919
Construction begins on the new
hospital. The original appropriation is
only enough, however, to pay for the
shell of the building, and it stands gaunt
and boarded from 1921 to 1923, when
Governor Groesbeck obtains an
additional $2.3 million in appropriations
to complete what is called “Groesbeck’s
Folly” by his political opponents, who
cannot believe that the hospital’s 700
beds will be filled.

The regents adopt new organizational nomenclature.
Units issuing undergraduate degrees are to be known as
“colleges;” those issuing professional degrees will be
known as “schools.” The Department of Medicine and
Surgery thus becomes the Medical School.

Hugh Cabot, a
graduate of the
Harvard Medical
School and a
specialist in
genitourinary
surgery, joins the
faculty as professor
and director of
surgery. Two years later he will be
appointed dean and will serve a colorful
and controversial term of office until
1930. A critic of the School’s curriculum
and its solid blocks of preclinical
subjects for the first two years followed
by clinical subjects in the next two, he
wants earlier contact with patients and
more effort to give students an
“understanding of human beings.”

In the fall, junior medical
students Huber John and
Samuel Donaldson start an
honorary society for medical
students to be called Galens,
after the Greek physician and
prolific writer on medicine,
Galen, (129- c. 216 A.D.).

Entrance to Medical
Building which
opened in 1903.

1920

Forty students take Warren
Plimpton Lombard’s lab
course in physiology. The
high-caliber instruction with
human subjects includes measurement of the form and force of the pulse
with a sphygmograph, the recording
of respiratory movements on a
smoked rotating drum, and
experiments in muscle
fatique.

1910
Walter R. Parker, chair
of the Department of
Ophthalmology from
1904 to 1932, establishes a
formal training program
in ophthalmology.
Ophthalmological and
otolaryngological
specialties expand rapidly
after a well-equipped new
building, known as the Eye and
Ear Ward, opens on
Catherine Street.

1914

1900

1900
Aspirin, a stable form of
acetylsalicylic acid, is
commercially marketed for
the first time. Destined to
become the most popular
drug of all time, it is the
result of years of work by
chemists following the
1826 discovery that the
active ingredient in willow
bark is salicin.

1904
Roy Bishop Canfield (MD
1899) is appointed clinical
professor of diseases of
the ear, nose and throat,
and one year later is
advanced to professor of
otolaryngology. By 1906 he
organizes a 3-year plan of
graduate training and
pursues a vigorous
operating schedule. He
successfully lobbies the
faculty and regents for a
new building for
otolaryngology and
ophthalmology, which
will be completed in 1910.

1906

1902
Frederick Novy (ScD 1890,
MD 1891), an organic chemist
who became interested in
bacteria through his work
with Victor Vaughan (PhD
1876, MD 1878) and earned
his doctorate of science in
1890, writing his dissertation
on the toxic products of the
bacillus of hog cholera,
becomes head of the Bacteriology
Department. He will remain until 1935,
serving as dean the last two years
before his retirement. Early in his career
he attains an international reputation as
an authority in the field of bacteriology,
and as a great teacher and scientific
investigator.

1919

Frank Norman Wilson, who left in 1916 to go with George
Dock to Washington University in St. Louis and then to serve
in the Medical Reserve Corps in Colchester, England, during
World War I, returns to the Department of Internal Medicine.
His research over the next 32 years at Michigan will make
him the world’s leading electrocardiographer.

|

1920

|

1921

Frederick Coller,
a war veteran, is
recruited to Michigan
as assistant professor
of surgery by Hugh
Cabot, who also
served in World War I. In his first years Coller will perfect
thyroid surgery and reduce deaths from appendicitis by
deferring surgery for those with peritonitis. He will become
chairman of surgery on Cabot’s departure and remain
chairman until he reluctantly retires in 1957.

1924
David Murray Cowie (MD 1896), the
Medical School’s first professor of pediatrics
and an energetic advocate of iodized salt to
prevent goiter, asks the Michigan State
Medical Society to endorse iodized salt,
which it does, and the incidence of goiter
soon shrinks dramatically. Cowie and his
wife, also a graduate of the Medical School,
run their own hospital at 320 S. Division and
develop the formula-based Michigan
Method of Infant Feeding.

The Department of the Diseases of the Mind and
Nervous System is divided into the Department of
Psychiatry and the Department of Neurology as both
disciplines experience rapid growth.

|

1922

1921
John Alexander, a graduate of the
University of Pennsylvania, comes to
Michigan after service with the U.S.
Army Medical Corps in the First World
War. He introduces thoracic surgery at
Michigan, and types a 356-page
manuscript for The Surgery of
Pulmonary Tuberculosis while flat
on his back “to rest the lungs” at a
sanatorium in Saranac Lake, New York,
fighting the disease himself. Beginning
in 1928, he establishes a program of
resident training in thoracic surgery
with which he is associated until his
death in 1954. His 1937 book, The
Collapse Therapy of Pulmonary
Tuberculosis, becomes a classic.

|

1923

1923
Udo Wile, professor of
dermatology and syphilology,
complains that his university
salary of $4,000 requires him to
spend evenings and weekends
seeing private patients, and he
proposes to President Burton
that the clinical faculty be
allotted beds for private
patients in the University
Hospital, which is limited
mostly to indigent patients.

|

1924

|

1925

1925
In early August nearly 600 patients move into the
new 724-bed University Hospital with its nine levels
and two miles of corridors. When the beds in the older
existing hospital buildings are included, total capacity is
over 1,100.
The old Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat ward in the Catherine
Street Hospital is converted into an 82-bed obstetrical
hospital to replace wooden buildings and other
makeshift arrangements for patients, all charity patients,
who are customarily kept several weeks before and
after delivery. Reuben Peterson will argue that
students need to see more obstetrical patients, but
President Little, when told that Michigan is not
meeting its accreditation requirements in obstetrics, will
counter in a letter to Cabot that cases involving the births
of illegitimate children are not good teaching material.
A 285-room nurses’ dormitory, built with a gift of
$619,000 from James Couzens, a Republican member of
the U.S. Senate from Michigan from 1922-36, is completed.

1922
The American Medical Association arranges for all
homeopathic schools in the U.S. to close or merge with medical
schools, and this includes the University’s Homeopathic
Medical College, which graduated 672 homeopathic physicians in
its 47 years of existence. The Homeopathic Hospital also closes,
and the building will eventually become, and still is
in 1999, the home of U.S. military officer education
programs (ROTC) at U-M.
Roentgenologist James G. Van Zwaluwenburg
dies of pneumonia after nine years on the faculty.
He is succeeded by Preston Hickey, a graduate of
the Detroit College of Medicine, who had specialized
in pathology and then otolaryngology before becoming
interested in roentgenology. He founded the
American Quarterly of Roentgenology and had
been elected president of the American Roentgen
Ray Society in 1906.

The East Medical Building (now the C.C. Little
Building) is built at a cost of $1.14 million and
accommodates the departments of anatomy,
bacteriology and physiology.
Reed Nesbit, a graduate of Stanford Medical
School, joins Michigan as an assistant resident of
surgery. He eventually becomes Hugh Cabot’s disciple in
genitourinary surgery and greatly refines
techniques for relieving urinary obstruction
caused by enlargement of the prostate gland.
Sinclair Lewis’ medical novel,
Arrowsmith, is published. His friend
Paul de Kruif, a onetime bacteriologist in
the Medical School who will publish his
own successful book, Microbe Hunters,
the next year, advises Lewis on much of
the medical content. Arrowsmith is awarded the
Pulitzer Prize, which Lewis declines, not believing in
such awards.

