1951

|

Michigan establishes the third polio
respirator center in the nation, run by
David Dickinson (MD 1945) (above
right) and James L. Wilson (above,
second from right) of Pediatrics and
Communicable Diseases, funded by the
National Foundation for Infantile
Paralysis, better known as the March of
Dimes. The other two units are at Boston
Children’s Hospital and Baylor University.
These centers are the precursors to
today’s intensive care units.

1953

1953
Francis Crick, an English physicist, and
James Watson, an American geneticist, of the
University of Cambridge in England, demonstrate
the double helical structure of DNA, a twistedchain ladder, revolutionizing our understanding of
genes and earning, in 1962, a Nobel Prize they
share with Maurice Wilkins, a researcher at
King’s College, London.
A new Outpatient Clinic Building is
completed, funded by state
appropriations; 20,000 outpatients
are seen monthly in 24 departmental
clinics.
Veterans Administration Hospital is
dedicated. An important source of
expanded clinical experience for students in the Medical
School, the 500-bed VA Hospital’s affiliation with U-M, as
with other such affiliations around the country, also helps
improve medical care for the nation’s veterans.
A gift from the S.S. Kresge Foundation provides for a new
medical science research building to adjoin the Hospital.
When the building opens in 1954, the U-M will gain facilities
for 128 laboratory units. A wing for the Medical Library
will be added by the Foundation in 1955 with an additional
gift. The much-needed resources anticipate the explosive
growth in post-war American medicine during which federal
funds pour into basic science research.
University Hospital begins 24-hour emergency services.

|

1954

The Alice Crocker Lloyd Radiation Therapy Center, funded
jointly by 2,500 alumni/ae and the Atomic Energy Commission,
is dedicated. Its efforts are devoted to the treatment of
malignant diseases with traditional radiation as well as
teletherapy by radioactive cobalt and cesium.
Merle Lawrence of the Department of Otolaryngology and
the Institute of Industrial Health begins pioneering research on
hearing and its disabilities. Lawrence will become director
of the Kresge Hearing Research Institute in the early 1960s.

|

1955

|

1956

After 27 years as chair of the
Department of Surgery,
Frederick A. Coller retires.
Henry K. Ransom will serve as
interim chair until 1959, when
C. Gardner Child III is
appointed chair.

|

1954
Upon the death of John Alexander,
Cameron Haight becomes chief of
the Section of Thoracic Surgery, and
serves until his death in 1970.
Jerome W. Conn of the Department
of Internal Medicine describes
primary aldosteronism (Conn’s
syndrome), a treatable cause of
hypertension.
Sibley Hoobler and members of the
Department of Pharmacology
research the effect of ganglionic
blocking agents of high
blood pressure.
As part of the national
‘purge’ of alleged
communists from all walks of
life during a time in
American history that will
come to be known as ‘the
McCarthy era,’ Associate
Professor of Pharmacology Mark
Nickerson is dismissed from the
Medical School after accusations of
Communist support by a
subcommittee of the House
Un-American Activities Committee.
Leaving the U.S., Nickerson will build
a highly distinguished career in
pharmacology in Canada.
After four years of admitting first-year
classes of approximately 200, total
fall enrollment reaches 760,
making U-M the largest medical
school in the U.S. and Canada.

1956
Dean Furstenberg estimates that 300 research
projects are underway in the U-M Medical
School, involving nearly every aspect of the basic
sciences and clinical medicine. He argues that more
doctors are needed to advance medical practice in
mental health, preventive medicine, and chronic
disease and rehabilitation.
The Department of Human Genetics is
established as a basic science department in the
Medical School, the first in the U.S. James V.
Neel of the Department of Internal Medicine
and Institute of Human Biology is named
chair.
Herbert Sloan of the Section of Thoracic
Surgery performs one of the first successful
open-heart surgeries in Michigan.
Horace W. Davenport joins the Medical School
as professor of physiology and chair of the
department, positions he will hold until 1978.
Subsequent to his retirement
the eminent physiologist will
write extensively on the
history of medicine,
physiology, and the U-M
Medical School.

1957

|

1958

1958
Professor and chair of the Department
of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Temple
University School of Medicine, J. Robert
Willson (MD 1937) co-authors the first
edition of the textbook Obstetrics and
Gynecology. Willson is one of the first
teachers in resident education to
focus on the primary health care of
women. Willson will return to
Michigan in 1963 to succeed his former
mentor, Norman F. Miller (MD 1920),
as professor and chair of Obstetrics and
Gynecology at U-M.
Medical Sciences Building I opens,
and the Departments of Pathology,
Biological Chemistry, and Pharmacology
as well as the Dean’s Office, move from
the main U-M campus to the
developing Medical Center.

|

1959

Norethynodrel, approved by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration two
years earlier as a ‘menstrual
regulator,’ is approved by that
agency as an oral contraceptive.
The pill follows three decades of
discoveries that isolated and identified
human hormones.

1960

|

1961

|

1962

1959
Upon the retirement of Albert C. Furstenberg
(MD 1915), under whose direction U-M has
become the largest medical school in the nation
and a premier research institution, William N.
Hubbard Jr. is appointed the first full-time
dean of the Medical School, without departmental administration or private practice responsibilities. In his first annual report Dean Hubbard will
write: “In the next decade, this faculty will face an
unprecedented demand for its services to…patients and community.”

1961
More criticisms of the aging University
Hospital are voiced. Director Albert C.
Kerlikowske (on right) (MD 1923) writes:
“Facilities for children are crude and
antiquated…the ancient adult wards, with
inadequate work areas, were never designed for
the number of medical and nursing students and
faculty now frequenting them.”
Demolition of the Hospital will not be
completed for another 28 years.

|

1963

|

1963
The Journal of the American Medical
Women’s Association dedicates its July
issue to Bertha Van Hoosen (M.D.
1888) upon the 100th anniversary of her
birth. Van Hoosen, who died in 1952 and
whose contributions to medicine
include the anesthetic scopolomine
morphine for use during childbirth,
the button-hole appendectomy, and
advocacy for sterile
surgical conditions,
cofounded and served
as first president of the
American Medical
Women’s Association
and was one of the
founders of La Leche
League.

1964

Marshall Nirenberg (bottom) (Ph.D. 1957), a graduate of the
Department of Biological Chemistry, shares the Nobel Prize for
discoveries concerning the interpretation of the genetic code
and its function in protein synthesis.

1965
Russell Loyd Miller Jr. (Res
1968), a native of West Virginia,
becomes the first AfricanAmerican internal medicine
intern at Michigan. Miller will
go on to become dean of the
Howard University College of
Medicine, then vice president for
health affairs. In 1990, he will be
appointed senior vice president
of Howard University.

|

1965

The first three human heart transplants in Michigan are
performed at University Hospital just months after Christiaan
Barnard pioneers the procedure in Cape Town, South Africa.

1966

|

1968

|

|

1970

Fifty exceptional students are
admitted directly from high school into the Inteflex
program, a combined, accelerated program of the Medical
School and the College of Literature, Science and the Arts
designed to graduate well-rounded, highly trained physicians
in a total of six years of instruction.

The Galens Medical Society admits
women as members. A woman will be
elected as president of the society
in 1974.

Medical Science Building II opens.
Financed by federal, state and University
funds, Med Sci II brings all Medical School
students and departments to the Medical
Center for the first time.

1969

Lazar Greenfield, who will become chair
of the Surgery Department in 1987,
develops the Greenfield filter, a coneshaped stainless steel or titanium device
that prevents blood clots from reaching
the heart and which will be implanted in
about 10,000 patients every year.

In December, an independent
engineering firm releases a state-funded
report on building conditions. Certain
buildings are slated for ‘eventual
demolition,’ others are deemed
‘structurally adequate,’ and University
Hospital is judged to be in marginal
condition, making it increasingly difficult
to attract and retain high-quality
professional staff.

1969
The 30,000-square foot Towsley Center for
Continuing Medical Education opens,
funded by gifts from the Harry A. and
Margaret D. Towsley Foundation and the
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation.

As anti-war dissent overtakes the campus, Robben W. Fleming
accepts the U-M presidency. His tactful, patient skills as a
mediator and his commitment to protecting free speech and
intellectual freedom while avoiding violence help guide the
University through a difficult decade.

|

1972
Physically connected to Mott and Women’s Hospitals, the
James and Lynelle Holden Perinatal Hospital opens to
provide care for premature and critically ill infants and
additional space for research. Childless themselves, the
Holdens, whose foundation funds the hospital with a gift to
the University, wanted much of their fortune, which James
Holden amassed as an early Detroit real
estate developer, to support the interests
of children.

The University of Michigan Medical
Center discontinues the sale of
cigarettes on its premises. Among those
who helped alert the nation to the grave
dangers of cigarettes was internationally
noted toxicologist and longtime head of
the Department of Pharmacology Maurice
Seevers, who served on the President's
Commission on Tobacco in the 1960s.

Minor (Jud) Coon (second from bottom) and Anthony Lu report
pioneering research on cytochrome P450, the cellular catalyst
that metabolizes drugs, steroids, and chemical carcinogens. Coon
will become chair of the Department of Biological Chemistry in 1970.

The Medical Committee for Human Rights,
including John L.S. Holloman Jr. (M.D. 1943),
pickets meetings of the American Medical
Association for the AMA’s failure to bar medical
societies that refuse membership to black
physicians. Later in the decade, protests
and demonstrations will intensify in a decade of
unrest over civil rights, women’s rights, the war in
Vietnam, and other social issues.

1962
The Veterans Readjustment
Center, which opened
following World War II to serve
the psychological needs of
veterans, closes following a
loss of state funding. In a
few months it reopens as the
North Outpatient Building,
serving as an extension of the
main Outpatient Building on the
approximate site of today’s
main hospital.

After decades of study subsequent to
Albert Einstein’s announcement in 1917
of the principle of Light Amplification
by Stimulated Emission of Radiation,
the laser finds increasing application in
emerging techniques of medical care.

|

1968
Robert Jaffe (top at left) of the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology and A. Rees Midgley (second from top) of the
Department of Pathology establish the Reproductive Sciences
Program to address problems associated with infertility and
reproductive endocrinology.

U-M establishes the first transplant center in
Michigan. The Multi-Organ Transplant Program
will come to include kidney, heart, liver, pancreas,
heart-lung, artificial heart, bone marrow and
cornea grafting for infants, children and adults,
becoming one of the most comprehensive and
longest-running transplant programs in the country.

The first U.S. satellite, Echo, goes
into orbit.

1971
Inflation rises to 3.6% and U.S.
President Richard Nixon issues an
executive order to freeze all prices
and wages under the Economic
Stabilization Act.

1969

The Institute of Industrial Health is
established at the U-M with substantial
grants from industry to investigate problems
related to the health of industrial workers.

Children’s Psychiatric Hospital opens as the
first unit of a proposed general children’s hospital.
It is the nation’s first facility devoted solely to
the treatment of children with emotional
disorders.

Basil Hirschowitz of the
Department of Internal Medicine
devises a flexible instrument
with a meter-long bundle of
36,000 hair-thin glass fibers to
look inside his own duodenum,
and then that of a patient, thus
initiating the first practical
application of fiberoptics to
endoscopy. A young U-M
physicist, L. E. Curtiss, provides
the technological breakthrough
which will allow color
photographs of the human
stomach.

1963
The Kresge Hearing Research Institute is
dedicated. Funded by the S.S. Kresge Foundation,
the Institute provides a 36,000-square-foot facility
for bringing the interests and skills of an entire
medical center to bear on the problems of hearing
and deafness.

1963

Concurrent with an ambitious building
program to build a ‘complete medical
center,’ the Medical School curriculum
committee seeks to bring about
‘complete modernization of the plan
of medical instruction at Michigan.’
Changes include enlarging and refitting
the basic science departments.

An antibody tagged with iodine-131,
the first radioactive antibody to fight
cancer administered anywhere in the
world, causes complete regression of
the melanoblastoma of a patient under
the care of William H. Beierwaltes
(MD 1941) (above, second from left),
Walter J. Nungester (above left) and
Charles Knorpp at U-M Hospital.
Beierwaltes and colleagues will go on to
pioneer use of radioactive treatments and
diagnostic imaging.

1957
Thomas Francis Jr. and
Frederick Epstein develop the
first long-term comprehensive study of a total
community, involving residents
of Tecumseh, 27 miles southwest
of Ann Arbor. The Tecumseh
Community Health Study will
explore early signs of heart
disease, arthritis, diabetes,
pulmonary disease and other
health conditions in the context
of social, biological and physical
environments, bringing, in
Francis’s words, “the principles
of infectious disease research
into studies of chronic disease.”
Several projects descended from
the Tecumseh Study will still be
ongoing at the turn of the
millennium.

1958

1951

1951
The Medical School pledges to the
state of Michigan to do everything it can
to increase ’medical manpower.‘ The
size of the entering freshman class
increases 30%, to 204.

1955
The world’s attention is focused on the University of Michigan as esteemed
epidemiologist Thomas Francis Jr., amid enormous media coverage,
announces from the stage of Rackham Auditorium on April 12 that the Salk
polio vaccine is “safe, effective and potent.” To arrive at that
conclusion, he has designed and conducted the
largest clinical study ever undertaken using
human subjects, involving 1.8 million children at
15,000 schools in 44 states and areas of Canada
and Finland.

1960
The Mental Health
Research Institute moves
into a building of its own.
Established in 1955 under
director James G. Miller at
the urging of the
Department of Psychiatry
to launch a concerted attack
on the basic elements of
mental illness, MHRI receives
funding from the state of
Michigan, the U.S. Public
Health Service and the National Science
Foundation. The MacGregor Fund of
Detroit provides funding for special
equipment.

|

1971

|

1972

1970
Family practice is established as a specialty at U-M, helping to
address the shortage of general practice physicians in an age of
increasing specialization. It will officially become a department in 1978,
with Terence Davies as chair.

1966
Medicare and Medicaid, U.S. government
programs that guarantee health insurance for the
elderly and the poor, respectively, go into effect
as part of President Lyndon B. Johnson’s
sweeping legislative program for achieving a
Great Society. Other initiatives include the Civil
Rights Act, the Higher Education Act, and the
Housing and Urban Development Act.

1964
The Lawrence D. Buhl Center for Research on Human Genetics, funded in part by the Buhl Foundation
of Detroit with matching funds provided by the U.S. Public Health Service, is dedicated. Director James V.
Neel deems the facility “one of the best equipped in the world in the field of human genetics.”
In adjoining operating room suites, under the care of an 8-member double surgical team from general surgery
and urology, identical 15-year-old twins Joan and Janice Ottenbacher of Richmond, Michigan,
undergo a historic operation that transplants one of Joan’s healthy kidneys into her sister to replace
Janice’s two diseased kidneys. Both girls will go on to study nursing at Port Huron Community College. It is
the first human transplant attempted at University Hospital; kidney transplants will reach 100 in 1970.

William N. Hubbard Jr. resigns as dean of the Medical School and
director of the U-M Medical Center to become an Upjohn vice president
in charge of its pharmaceutical division; John A. Gronvall, who came
to the University in August 1968 as associate professor of pathology and associate dean, becomes
acting dean of the Medical School. Dean Gronvall’s appointment will become permanent in
January 1971.

A gift from the Charles Stewart Mott
Foundation makes possible the C.S. Mott
Children’s Hospital, replacing the pediatric
wards in University Hospital. Supplemented
with a federal Hill-Burton grant, Mott Hospital
provides specialized facilities for the
treatment of children and strengthens the
long-standing cooperation between the Mott
Foundation’s Children’s Health Center of Flint
and the U-M Department of Pediatrics and
Communicable Diseases.

Upon the death of Thomas Francis Jr.,
Jonas Salk praises Francis’s “commitment
to the scientific ideal of the search for, and
the exposure of, truth in nature.”
Upon the death of Albert C. Furstenberg,
it is said “much of the best of the Medical
School is because of him.”
University Hospital celebrates its
centennial with more than 40 programs,
special events and conferences. The 800-bed
hospital continues to be the major clinical
resource for 800 medical students, 750
nursing students, and 400 interns and
residents in 22 medical specialties.

|

1974

|

1975

1974
Dean John A. Gronvall reports
increasing federal and state control
and program expectations facing
the Medical School along with
declining federal support and
redirection of federal funds toward
targeted research. First year
enrollment is capped at 287 due
to constraints in federal and state
funding.
Jeremiah G. Turcotte becomes
chair of the Department of Surgery
upon the retirement of C. Gardner
Child.

1975
The Department of Human Genetics negotiates with the U.S. Energy Research
and Development Administration to become a U.S. laboratory designated to
study the effect of environmental pollutants on human genetics. Of particular
interest is the genetic effect of atomic bombs dropped on Japan during World
War II.
William N. Kelley is appointed chair of internal medicine at age 36 to succeed
William D. Robinson who retires after serving as chair since 1958.
The graduating class of 231 students includes 24 women and 30 African
Americans, both record numbers. National figures show that women medical
students have doubled in number over the past three years and now make up 20%
of the total enrolled in first-year medical training. At the U-M, 24.2% of the total
Medical School enrollment is female.

