Philanthropy
and the Medical School:
Private Gifts Enrich a Public Institution

S

ince its earliest days, the University of Michigan and its Medical School have benefited from the
generosity of those individuals, foundations and corporations who have chosen to invest in the
future of the institution by making private gifts. The Detroit Observatory, a historical landmark visible
from many points on the medical campus, symbolizes not only the beginnings of the University as a
major research institution, something clearly envisioned by President Henry Tappan, but the beginnings of private philanthropy as well. The Observatory’s name derives from the fact that individuals
living in Detroit provided most of the money for the construction of the Observatory. Another early
gift from New York state physician Elizabeth Bates to the Medical School was the first to establish an
endowed professorship anywhere in the University.
In the second half of the 20th century, a number of significant gifts have made possible major construction at key points in the history of the Medical School. In chronological order and covering roughly
the years of this issue’s timeline, they include gifts from:

T h e Kr e s g e Fo u n d a t i o n
Sebastian S. Kresge established the Kresge
Foundation in 1924 to “promote the wellbeing of mankind” on the 25th anniversary of
the founding of S.S. Kresge Company, a
highly profitable chain of five-and-dime
stores. The Foundation has given more than
$10 million to the University of Michigan. In
the early 1950s the Foundation provided a
gift of $3.5 million for the building of the
Kresge Medical Research Building, still in use,
which included both research space and a
substantial medical library.

Will Keith Kellogg, without quite knowing it, launched a lucrative
new industry in 1894 when he invented dried wheat flakes for the
patients at his brother’s Battle Creek Sanitarium. Before long,
W.K., as he was known, had also developed a highly marketable
corn flake, followed not too many years after by Rice Krispies and
All-Bran. His surprising marketing savvy, in combination with
his great products, soon made him a very wealthy man. In 1930
he established a philanthropic foundation in his name with more
than $66 million in Kellogg Company stock. Today the Kellogg
Foundation ranks among the world’s largest private foundations.

T h e W. K . Ke l l o g g Fo u n d a t i o n

The James S. and
Ly nelle A. Holde n Fund
James Stansbury Holden, an early real estate developer in the city of Detroit, and his wife, Lynelle,
through their private foundation, used much of their fortune to improve the quality of children’s
lives, both during their lifetimes in Detroit and after their deaths in the 1960s. The Holdens were
perhaps best known during their lifetimes for their many gifts to the Detroit Zoological Park. The
Holden Fund’s gifts to the University of Michigan, totaling nearly $4 million, have also been
largely designed to benefit children, beginning with a gift to establish the James and Lynelle
Holden Perinatal Hospital in 1972 with a gift of $1.6 million. More recent gifts have included a
gift of $1 million to support the James and Lynelle Holden Neonatal Research Laboratories. A gift
of $200,000 from the Fund benefited the Center for Communications Disorders at the Kresge
Hearing Research Institute.

Over the years the W.K. Kellogg Foundation has given more than
$70 million in gifts to the University of Michigan to support
teaching and research in such areas as public health, medicine,
dentistry and nursing. One of the Kellogg Foundation’s largest
single gifts to the University of Michigan, a $4 million gift, was
made in the early 1980s to establish what is now known as the
Kellogg Eye Center. One of the very first gifts made to the
University by the Kellogg Foundation, in the early 1930s, was a
gift to the Medical School to benefit the Department of Postgraduate Medicine, today known as the Department of Medical
Education.

The Char les Stewar t Mott Foundat ion
An early participant in the automotive revolution, Charles Stewart
Mott’s success began in 1900 when he transformed the family
business in Utica, New York, from the manufacture of wire wheels
to the manufacture of axles. Soon he had moved the business to
Flint to produce axles for the Buick Motor Company. In 1916 he
became a vice president for General Motors. By 1926 his success
had allowed him to found the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation,
the central theme of which over its many years of existence has
been the welfare of children. The Mott Foundation provided $6.5
million in the mid-1960s to help construct C.S. Mott Children’s
Hospital, a $9.5 million project that opened in 1969.

The Barnum
Heart Transplant
Medicine at Michigan Makes History

I

n the otherwise quiet minutes before midnight on September 19,
1968, a surgical suite in Old Main bustled with activity that

was about to make Michigan history. In a five-and-a-half-hour
operation, Philip T. Barnum, a 49-year-old state employee from
Kalamazoo dying of irreversible heart failure, received the heart
of a 37-year-old Jackson prison inmate who had died of a stroke.
It was the first human heart transplant performed in the state of
Michigan.
Barnum lived only 15 months longer, but that extension of his
life afforded him the opportunity to see his daughter graduate
from high school and his son marry. That Barnum’s death on
December 10, 1969, was due to infection and not rejection of his
transplanted heart afforded hope and knowledge that even an
organ so dynamic, complex, and imbued with connotation as the
human heart could be replaced.
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